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Calendar Highlights

Sundays, August 3, 10, 17, 31
10 am—Worship in person and
livestreamed on YouTube

Sundays, August 3 & 17
6 pm—Mindfulness at EUCC

Mondays, August 4, 11, 18, 25
1 pm—Compassionate Crafters

Sunday, August 25
10 am— Worship at the Gitt Library

COMPLETE CALENDAR, PAGE 7

Coming Up

* Backpack Blessing: Students and
teachers are encouraged to bring their
book bags to church on August 17 for
a blessing before the start of school.

» Office Closed: The church office
will be closed Monday, September 1,
for Labor Day.

» Member Appreciation Sunday:
Join us Sept. 14 for a return to the
sanctuary for worship and a new
season of music and activities.

» Yard Sale: The Missions Committee
indoor sale is Sept. 18-20. ~See page 3

August 2025

From the state’s (Conference Ministers. . .

Synod approves Keystone conference

Dear Keystone Friends,

With full hearts and joy filled spirits, we are thrilled to
announce the historic passage of the motion to create the
Keystone Conference of the United Church of Christ! By a
vote of 98 percent (640 in favor, 8 opposed, 6 abstentions),
the delegates of the 35th General Synod approved the
realignment of our Conference boundaries. This moment
marks the culmination of several years of faithful
discernment, courageous conversation, and a shared vision for
the future of our ministry in Pennsylvania. Together, we have
dared to believe that God is still speaking — and calling us into
something new.

The creation of the Keystone Conference is more than a
structural shift; it is a bold witness to our commitment to
covenant, collaboration, and the continuing call of the Holy
Spirit. We honor the legacy of those who have gone before us
in each of our four Conferences and rejoice in the new
pathways and possibilities now open to us. We give thanks for
the Keystone Working Group, Conference staffs, and all who
labored, prayed, and dreamed this into being. And we move
forward with gratitude, humility, and a renewed passion for
the Gospel.

We trust that the One who began a good work among us will
be faithful to complete it.

In faith and hope,

Rev. Bill Worley, Conference Minister, Penn Southeast

Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates, Conference Minister, Penn Northeast
Rev. Dr. Carrie Call, Conference Minister, Penn Central
Rev. David Ackerman, Conference Minister, Penn West

F.Y.L.: The new Keystone Conference board is set to begin
meeting August 1, with the goal of having a transitional staff
in place by the time the new Conference officially comes into
being on January 1, 2026.

The UCC’s 35th General Synod was held July 11-15 in
Kansas City, Missouri. The next General Synod will be in
2028 in Cleveland, Ohio.



From the Stewardship Committee

Giving 1s an attitude and an action

good things to others freely and abundantly. It is a
learned character trait that involves attitude and
action entailing both the inclination and actual
practice of giving liberally. It is not haphazard
behavior but a basic orientation to life. What
generosity gives can vary: money, possessions,
time, attention, aid, encouragement, and more, but
it always intends to enhance the true wellbeing of
the receiver. Like all virtues, generosity is in
people’s genuine enlightened self-interest to learn
and practice.” ~Christian Smith, Generosity Project
at Notre Dame University

Something to think up during these warm, humid
summer days. Stay cool!

God’s peace to you,

Judy Morris
Stewardship Committee Chair

“Dreaming God’s Dream:
No Gift Too Small, No
Dream Too Big.” That’s a
lot of words but a simple
message for why we are
stewards of God’s church
and our church, EUCC.

This year we encourage you to look at your life at
EUCC. Acknowledge yourself — you know... a
good pat on the back for being here and
contributing and being contributed to! Perhaps
make a written list of what you personally, or your
family, contribute throughout the year. Make a
separate list of what you get in return from the
church. I’ll bet you’ll be surprised at the length of
both lists.

Generosity has been defined as “the virtue of giving

Considering putting
Emmanuel in your will?

Gardening: A Gift from God

God, the great Creator, invites us to be

caring and creative in all that we do.
Gardening is one of the ways we can -
be joyfully creative while supporting
and sustaining the natural world.

COMPOST
CORNER

When Rev. Ken invited us to contribute to upcoming
worship services by sharing the many ways we are
creative, it seemed only natural to invite longtime
gardener Viv Hennessy to share her gardening
experiences with our congregation. Viv was involved
for many years with planting and maintaining the
gardens at Emmanuel. She will join us on August 17
to share what she has learned about butterfly gardens,
native plants, composting, rain barrels, and more.
She will also be available during Fellowship Hour to
answer your questions and discuss your views on
gardening.

Please join us on August 17, and bring your
gardening friends! ~Carol Giesey

B Find the Green Team at Fellowship Hour every
week and share your ideas and suggestions for
discussion topics and environmental efforts.

A charitable bequest can help reduce your
taxable estate. If you have added
Emmanuel UCC to your will, please
notify us and allow us to say Thank You!
Consider using the following language, if
you are contemplating putting Emmanuel
in your will:

m Specific dollar amount: “I, [name], of
[city, state, zip], give, devise and bequeath
to Emmanuel United Church of Christ,
124 Broadway, Hanover PA 17331,
[amount] for the [General] [Fund].

m Percentage of estate: “I, [name], of
[city, state, zip], give, devise and bequeath
to Emmanuel United Church of Christ,
124 Broadway, Hanover PA 17331,
[percentage] of my estate for the [General]
[Fund].

m Residuary: “I, [name], of [city, state,
zip], give, devise and bequeath to
Emmanuel United Church of Christ, 124
Broadway, Hanover PA 17331, all of the
residue or remainder of my estate for the
[General] [Fund].




Join EUCC team for Aug. 8 Walk A Mile

Emmanuel will support the YWCA Hanover’s Walk
A Mile In Her Shoes fundraiser on Friday, August 8.
The event supports free and confidential help for

survivors of domestic violence through the ™
YWCA'’s Safe Home program.

Walk A Mile asks men to literally walk one mile in women’s
high-heeled shoes, which is not an easy feat but it gets the
community to talk about gender relations and raises awareness of
men’s sexual violence against women. Women are welcome to
walk in support in comfortable shoes.

The event will be held at Moul Field in Hanover, with check-in
at 5 pm, the walk at 6 pm, and an after-party at 6:45 pm. The
Church Growth committee will cover the costs for anyone who
would like to participate. Sign up by Monday, August 4, on the
clipboard or contact Karen Jones at 717-316-0092 or
kjones@mindulnessandmotion.com. Learn more at
www.ywcahanover.org.

Take the yard sale challenge!

Emmanuel’s annual Yard Sale will be Sept.

18-20, so you still have time to take this quiz:

1. What about that bird feeder that you never

got out of the box? Birds somewhere are

patiently waiting for it.

Would another little girl love that doll as much as you did?

. You put that jigsaw puzzle together — why not give somebody

else a chance to enjoy hours of their time at it?

4. If you haven’t used those dishes for 5 years, when are you
going to use them?

5. That costume jewelry — wouldn’t it look better on somebody’s
arm than sitting in a box?

6. How many flower vases can one person actually use?

7. If you have more than six bins of Christmas decorations, could
you subtract a few?

8. Those small pieces of furniture stored in your garage —
wouldn’t they look better in somebody’s living room?

9. Golfis a great sport, but maybe it’s not for you after all. Could
someone else have a swing at them?

Note: Whatever you donate to the Yard Sale makes you a winner!

AT A GLANCE

When: The Missions Committee annual Yard Sale will be Sept.
18-20 in King Auditorium, with set-up in preceding days and
breakdown on Sept. 22.

Donations: We’re looking for household items and other good
stuff from your attic, garage and basement. Small furniture items
welcomed. (No clothing, electronics or books, please.) Bring to
the church by Sept. 18 anytime during office hours, M-F 9a-1p.
Proceeds benefit the UCC’s Child Sponsorship Program and the
education of our three sponsored girls.

For Info or to volunteer, call Estelle King at 717-487-1906.

SRS
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Events & Activities

Lunch Bunch

12 pm, August 10

The group will

gather for food luN({‘H
and fellowship unc

after worship on

August 10 at Bay City Restaurant,
Eisenhower Drive, Hanover. RSVP
to Sandy Rebert at 717-586-2136.

Mindfulness at EUCC
6 pm, August 3 & 17

Join Karen Jones first and third
Sundays at 6 pm for free 45-minute
Mindfulness drop-in sessions in King
Auditorium. The mindfulness and
stress-reduction practices are open to
all. Use the courtyard door. For a
Zoom link or questions, email
kjones@mindfulnessandmotion.com.

Compassionate Crafters

1-4 pm Mondays

All crafters are welcome to bring a
project, swap techniques and enjoy

fellowship. For info, call Sandy
Rebert at 717-586-2136.

Afternoon of Games
1:30-4 pm, August 7 & 21
Gamers remain on
the road this month,
At Genova’s to Go, s
1412 Baltimore Pike, S
Hanover (the Weis Market shoppmg
center). Grab lunch or a snack and
join them for Scrabble, cards and
more. New players are always
welcome! The Gamers will be back
first and third Thursdays in King
Auditorium in September. Call Carol
Giesey at 717-632-2665 for info.

An Open Table on break

Rev. Ken’s informal gather-

ings at Little Fox Coffee &

Books will take a break for

the summer. Look for his coffee hour
to resume in the fall.




CONSISTORY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

June minutes were approved July 21

Consistory Minutes — June 16

Treasurer’s Report:

o Brian Frederick presented a Pledge & Giving
Analysis to show giving from January-May from
2022-2025 to help show why there is a shortfall
from years in the past. Discussion took place about
sharing information with the members about estate
planning.

e Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report pending
the audit was made by Megan Alcott and seconded
by JJ Dugan.

President’s Report:

e David and Brian have been trying to talk to
potential new members about joining Consistory
but just have not been able to connect with them at
church. Brian will email his contact and Dave
indicated that he would try calling his contact.

o« Emmanuel was recognized at the Penn Central
Conference annual meeting. We received a
certificate recognizing our contributions to OCWM
(Our Church’s Wider Mission) and for the 260th
Anniversary of our church. Certificates were given
and will be displayed in the church.

New Business:

e Ad Hoc Committee Church-wide Self-Assessment:
Brian will be reaching out to UCC to get resources
on things we need to include on a self-assessment

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Church Growth Committee — July
o Review of the July 12 SnackTown Street Fair: We
gave away bubbles, water and information. Rev.

Ken was at the booth by himself for 8 hours and in

a lot of heat. He reported people asking questions

about EUCC and gathering about the church.

¢ Review of An Open Table at Little Fox: Rev. Ken
shared his experiences. He has set it aside for the
summer and will try it again in the fall. We reviewed
the unmet goal of generating a growing gathering
and wondered about ways to best meet that goal.

Also discussed offering it second Saturdays only.

e Upcoming events:

0 August 8: Walk A Mile in Her Shoes will be at
Moul Field this year. Karen has registered 14
people so far for Team EUCC.

0 September 14: Member Appreciation Day at
Fellowship. We are brainstorming ideas for
having a tablecloth with positive affirmations on it
and encouraging people to color on it.

0 Christmas Tree: Rev. Ken is researching the use
of a projector for a display.

Continued on next page

2025 CONSISTORY OFFICERS

Brian Frederick 717-451-3977
brianfrederick44@gmail.com

President

Vice President Alec Sivel 717-451-3450
alecsivel@hotmail.com

Secretary Jeff Hopkins 410-446-5985
jeffhopkins1991@comcast.net
Treasurer Dave Jones 717-451-3044

redcon1@comcast.net

CONSISTORY MEMBERS
Megan Alcott, JJ Dugan, Sean Moore,
Judy Morris, Clay Reichart,
Sandy Topper

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Altar Guild Mary Bair 717-870-5597

Caring Judy Morris  717-968-6998

Christian Education
Cheryl Fritz 717-698-1153
Consistory Rep: Megan Alcott

Church Growth
Charlotte Pinette 717-227-0262
Alec Sivel 717-451-3450

Fellowship Hour Coordinator
Susan Hoke 717-817-1265
Consistory Rep: Alec Sivel

Investment Dave Jones 717-451-3044

Missions Carol Giesey 717-632-2665
Estelle King 717-487-1906

Consistory Rep: JJ Dugan

Pastor-Parish Relations
Estelle King 717-487-1906
Personnel Brian Frederick 717-451-3977

Property and Safety
Sean Moore 443-618-7481

Stewardship Judy Morris 717-968-6998

Worship and Music
Charlotte Pinette 717-227-0262




new musicians are
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e Thursday rehearsals begin September 11 »

Emmanuel Ringers: 6-7 pm e
Chancel Choir: 7-8:30 pm

For questions, contact Music Director Amy Kwon

at 410-262-3031 or akskwon@yahoo.com

Committee Reports, continued from Page 4

0 December Congregational Meeting: Any new
members from this year will be recognized.

Property & Safety Committee — June

e SYS Cleaning Service was contacted multiple
times by Alec. They are not returning calls or
responding to emails. We are going to consider
other options.

o Basement Repairs: The carpet in the music areas
was re-installed by Color Wheel. We are still
waiting to hear back from D.E. Wildasin regarding
the asbestos remediation.

o Safety Assessment: Sean shared the security
report with recommendations. Some are
appropriate while others are not.

Stewardship Committee — June 25

o We discussed this year's campaign, Dreaming
God’s Dream: No Gift Too Small, No Dream Too
Big.” We want to spread the word year round.
Starting immediately, we are going to have
Stewardship snippets as often as we can,
hopefully weekly up to pledge Sunday.

« Judy will work with Maria to have something
about stewardship (using UCC letters from
packet) in the upcoming EmmanuelLife
newsletters.

 Brian and Dave will contact some of the pledgers
to ask for their help in presentations.

 Judy will send an email to Missions, Church
Growth, Christian Ed and Worship & Music
requesting that they incorporate our campaign
theme in their actions this year.

Worship & Music — July
e Upcoming services:
0 August 3: Communion.
0 August 10, 17, 31: Regular Services.
0 August 24: Outdoor worship service at Gitt
Memorial Library.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Are you called to serve?

There are multiple ways to help out at

Emmanuel, even if you only have a little time

to give. Opportunities include:

e Altar Guild: Prepare communion once or twice
per year.

e Fellowship Hour: Make your preparations as

simple or as elaborate as you wish. As easy as
coffee and cookies!

o Scripture Readers: You're already at church,
so jump in the rotation about once a quarter!
Selections are emailed in advance on Fridays.

o Greeters: Welcome members, friends and
visitors and hand out bulletins.

e Ushers: Help pass the offering plate and carry
it forward during the service.

Contact the church office for info.

Donations for our Little Free Library

Thank you for your continued
support of our Little Library/
Pantry! It is frequented by the
community and the Church
Growth Committee is requesting |
ongoing donations to keep it
filled year-round. There is a
storage bin in the King
Auditorium to collect your
generous donations of adult and children’s
books, non-perishable small pantry items and
toiletries.

For questions about what to donate, contact Alec

Sivel at alecsivel@hotmail.com or 717-451-
3450.




Thank

From Hoffman Homes...

Dear Missions Committee,

Time and again, Emmanuel UCC has
demonstrated its unwavering commitment to
Hoffman Homes. We are so grateful for you
continued generosity of $2,000 in support of our
programs and services. We truly appreciate it!

As you know, Hoffman Homes is a nonprofit that
provides inpatient behavioral and mental health
treatment, educational services, and other
residential services to youth, young adults and
their families. We also have outpatient therapy
services for adolescents and adults in the
community. Our trained, compassionate staff
offer safe, life-changing care every day.

Thank you again. Your generosity is a blessing to
our programs and provides a vital pathway to
recover and a healthier future.

In gratitude,

Jonise Bankard; VP of Marketing &
Development, Hoffman Homes

From New Hope...

Dear Friends,

When we share food with the hungry, we also
share the love of God. Thank you for supporting
New Hope as we provide food for the hungry,
hope for the hurting, and essential services tohelp
our neighbors in need.

Because of you, thousands of people find help
and hope at New Hope Ministries. Thank you for
your generous gift of $2,000 received on June 16.
You are helping us share the love of Christ with
our neighbors in need!

Gratefully,

Molly Helmstetter, Director of Development
New Hope Ministries

From God’s Meal Barrel...

Thank you for supporting your neighbors!

Towv Imler, Managing Director
God’s Meal Barrel

These gifts were among $9,000 distributed on
Missions Sunday in June.

Ufou

From Hanover Against Hunger...

Dear members of the Missions Committee,

I am writing on behalf of the Hanover Against Hunger
Board of Directors to extend our sincere appreciation
for your generosity in supporting the 2025 Meal
Packing Event.

Your gift will result in 1,000 rice-and-protein based
meals being packed at our Nov. 1 event. We hope you
can join us on that day in celebrating the generosity of
the Hanover community as we prepare the delivery.

Lisaw Smith,; Member, Board of Directors
Hanover Against Hunger

The Missions Committee gave $500 in June.

From Heifer International...

Dear Friend,

I’m truly fortunate to witness every day how the
giving spirit of groups like yours can change the
world. No matter how much circumstances change,
one thing remains the same: people continue to show
generosity and dedication to the families we serve.

Which is why I want to extend my sincere
appreciation for your group’s recent contribution of
$2,000 to Heifer. Your compassion makes a
permanent difference in so many lives. And to
magnify the joy of your gift, an additional group of
generous donors has matched your donation,
doubling the impact of your gift!

Thanks to your Heifer donation, moms are building
businesses and earning steady income to feed their
children... dads are running their own family farms
instead of having to find work far away... and you
are providing nutritious food, education and hope for
the next generation.

I hope you know how much we, and the families who
are touched by your generosity, appreciate you all.
Our work would not be possible without you by our
side.

With appreciation,
Chwisty Moore; Senior Vice President of

Marketing
Heifer International

The congregation gave $845 and the Missions
Committee contributed $1,155 for our annual Heifer
appeal in May.
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“HarpPY
BIRT DAY!

The following members and friends of
Emmanuel celebrate birthdays in August. We
extend to each of you best wishes and many
happy returns. May God bless you!

1—Judy Morris

2—Michael Bair

5—Julia Greth, Kiem LeGrant
7—Todd Sheaffer

11—Bob Baum

12—Mary Bair

16—Dot Thormaehlen, Kathleen Sterner
18—Jane Frock

21—Chuck Bauer

22—Autumn McIlvain
23—Craig Powell

25—Jessica LeGrant
28—Sally Smith

Remembering ¢+ Caring + Reaching Out

Terri Alcott (Care South)
Barbara Cooledge (Creekside 2209)
Julia Greth (Care Central D-233A)
Homewood, 425 Westminster Avenue,
Hanover PA 17331

Peg Hull (Room 406)
Tree of Life, 236 N. Railroad St., Hanover PA 17331

» Have some news? Change of address?

New email? Let us know!

office@eucchanover.org
124 Broadway, Hanover PA 17331

Emmanuel hosts meetings
of the Girl Scouts, Hanover Area Diversity Alliance,
and Hanover Pride Trans Support Group.
~ For info, contact the church office. ~

Rev. Kenneth D. Peterkin ~ Out of Office

31—Kristen Gessner

Rev. Ken will be away August 25 to September 4.
860-581-0869 » pastor@eucchanover.org

August 2025
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY |WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY [SATURDAY
3 10 am—Worship |4 5 6 12-1 pm Bowers | 7 1:30-4 pm— 8 9
w/ Holy Communion 1-4 pm—_Cerafters in Chapel Open Afternoon of Games
in King Auditorium the Pastor’s Parlor @ Genovas ToGo |4 pmM—YWCA
6 Mindful ) 1 pm—MiSSiOnS Walk-A-Mile
pm—NMinaiuiness in Committee meetin i
King Auditorium ' eeting at Moul Field
10 10 am—Worship | 11 12 13 12-1 pm Bowers | 14 15 16
in King Auditorium 1-4 pm—_Cerafters in Chapel Open
the Pastor’s Parlor
12—Lunch Bunch
17 10 am—Worship | 18 19 20 12-1 pm Bowers | 21 1:30-4 pm— 22 23
in King Auditorium 1-4 pm—_Cerafters in Chapel Open Afternoon of Games
the Pastor’s Parlor @ Genova’s To Go
6 pm—Mindfulness in )
King Auditorium 7 pm—Consistory
24 10 am—Outdoor | 25 26 27 12-1 pm Bowers | 28 29 30
Worship at the 1-4 pm—Crafters in Chapel Open
Gitt Memorial Library | the Pastor’s Parlor
11:30 am—Church
Growth Committee
31 10 am—Worship | 1 September |2 3 12-1 pm Bowers |4 1:30-4 pm— 5 6
in King Auditorium Chapel Open Afternoon of Games
~ Office Closed ~ in King Auditorium
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£ a m Outdoor Worship

Our annual Outdoor

7 g nual Outdoo A
@ q Q$17 Worship service will be held [l
% werco™ at 10 am Sunday, August 24, 8=
on the lawn at the Gitt
Worship Services Memorial Library, 2029
10 am Sunday Broadway (Route 194 N),
Rev. Ken Peterkin Hanover. A potluck
860-581-0869 Fellowship Hour will
pastor@eucchanover.org follow. Please bring
Church Office continental breakfast items such as pastries, donuts, muffins,

9 am-1 pm, Mon-Fri fruit and juice. Sign up on the blue clipboard or call the
717-632-8281 church office. 4 Don’t forget your lawn chairs!
office@eucchanover.org

Visit Online . .
www.emmanuelucc.org  * Our church is an OPEN AND AFFIRMING congregation ¢




