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Calendar Highlights 

Sundays, June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
10 am—Worship in person and 

livestreamed on YouTube 

Sundays, June 1 & 15 
6 pm—Mindfulness at EUCC 

Mondays, June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
1 pm—Compassionate Crafters 

Thursdays, June 5 & 19  
1:30-4 pm—Afternoon of Games  

 

 
 
 
 

Monday to Friday, June 16-20 
9-11:30 am—Vacation Bible School 

at Trinity UCC, 116 York St. 

F.Y.I. 

■ Adult Sunday School concludes 
for the summer on June 1 and will 
resume in September. 

■ Children’s Sunday School will not 
be held in June, July and August. 

COMPLETE CALENDAR, PAGE 9 
Continued on Page 7 

Rev. Kenneth D. Peterkin, Pastor                     June 2025 

 

EmmanueLife 
 

Newsletter of Emmanuel United Church of Christ  

J 
une! JUNE!! JUNE!!! Sorry about that but I was getting a 
little excited, I guess you could tell. 

I just don’t have a great love life with winter, grey, cold, 
short days, ice, and frozen toes. But some people like those 
things so if that’s you, I may get excited this December, just 
for you! But truly, I want to be able and willing to get excited 
for YOU! Meaning, I want to know you better and celebrate 
the person that either lives out and open, or the person you 
may hide just a bit behind a wall. 

I hide some things behind a wall as sometimes people will not 
get it. That has made me careful to sometimes be all I could/
want to be. And so, I am going to pray about that (pretty 
appropriate response, huh?) But I’m going to pray for 
everyone too that they can be who they are, meaning all the 
good things. Now, I also know that there are “bad” things that 
want to be expressed at times. “Bad” takes on a whole many 
different shades as well because sometimes “bad” is just 
things that our closest person/s don’t care for sometimes. 
Other “bad” things are really, truly bad as well. 

And so, what to do with this “dark side” of our personalities? 
First, I always want to again say that sometimes the dark of 
our personalities isn’t even wrong, it’s just what we’ve 
learned isn’t accepted by those close to us. This I know is a 
subject known to you; it cannot be helped in our world of 
relations. The value in all this is whether that part of us is just 
dying to come out, because it usually does in some way. Or it 
isn’t that important, and we can easily set it aside.  

Prayer. Prayer can be the first step to coming to terms with 
that real “you” which includes those things that we have 
suppressed. Prayer is the best place to start as, with hope, each 
of us seeks out God’s direction to act with humility but also 
with courage and grace to search within, honestly appraise our 
want or need, think through how or if it would affect ourselves 
and those around us, and then pray again regarding either our 
plan to change or our plan to set aside that want or need. Why 
do all this? If we can deal with our dark side openly to 
ourselves instead of delaying, pushing aside, stuffing it down, 
our daily tasks become easier, our relations improve, our 

From the Desk of Rev. Ken. . . 
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Strengthen the Church – Facing Reality 

Many people feel that because of Covid and other 
challenges, we just don’t have the sense of 
community that we once did. One question that 
arises is: Why is community so important? God 
calls us to be in community with Him and each 
other in what Jesus called the two greatest 
commandments: “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind, and you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  

Author M. Scott Peck says this of community: “We 
humans hunger for genuine community and will 
work hard to maintain it precisely because it is the 
way to live most fully, most vibrantly.”  

People in need in our community may be asking 
questions like these: Where can I get mental health 
services that I need, but can’t afford? What if I need 
shelter for just a short time untiI I can get back on 
my feet? What if I need groceries, but don’t have a 
car to drive to a food bank? What if I just need a hot 

When we talk about facing reality, we often  
mean dealing with a difficult truth, but facing  
reality can also have a positive side. This  
year’s Strengthen the Church offering calls  
us to look at both sides of reality.  

The daunting side of reality for U.S. churches appears in “The 
Great Dechurching,” a book we recently discussed in Adult 
Sunday School . The authors say, “We learned that every 
possible category of people is leaving the church.” They list 
many reasons that people leave the church, but also reasons to 
be hopeful: Churches can pivot to better live out their beliefs; 
they can provide a deeper sense of community with everyone 
feeling called to contribute. New churches often powerfully 
attract the unchurched and the dechurched. There is hope for 
our faith and our congregations. 

The next part of facing reality is considering how we can help. 
One way is to give to the UCC Strengthen the Church offering. 
This offering assists struggling churches, helps establish new 
churches, funds leadership programs, and helps provide creative 
programs to attract youth. This year marks a change in the way 
funds are distributed – 50 percent of the collection stays in 
UCC Conferences and 50 percent goes to national efforts.  

This year’s theme connects the energy and the variations found 
in UCC churches with Psalm 104, which celebrates the vast sea 

MISSI    NS SUNDAY: Questions About Community 
meal? Can anyone give me some help with finding 
a job, or getting training for a new job? Can I get 
help with rent or my heating bill? If I can’t afford a 
car, can someone help me get one? 

Our question could be: How can we, as individuals 
and as a congregation, support community efforts to 
help others here in Hanover? 

We can find the answers to these questions on 
Missions Sunday, June 8, when representatives 
from five local faith-based agencies – God’s Meal 
Barrel, Hanover Area Council of Churches, 
Hoffman Homes, New Hope Ministries, and the 
Hanover Branch of the Salvation Army – will share 
with us the life-changing work they do in our 
community. They will also share the many 
possibilities for volunteering. Each will receive a 
donation from our Missions funds. Together we can 
take the power of community to a new level. Please 
join us on June 8, and bring a friend! 
~Carol Giesey 

teeming with a variety of 
creatures. You can add your 
creativity to this theme by 
picking up a Strengthen the 
Church poster on the 
Opportunities Table in the 
auditorium. Color it your way 
and return to the office by June 
8. The collection date for STC is 
June 22. ~Carol Giesey 
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Continued on Page 4 

Confirmation 
■ Three youth were confirmed on 
April 27 and gave these Confirmation 
Statements during worship... 

Charlotte Sivel, JD Sivel and Alex Brown, from left, 
are shown during Fellowship Hour on April 27. 

ALEX BROWN   

Hello, my name is Alex Brown and at the age of 
17 I am happy to make my commitment to the 
church. I am a son to an amazing mother and a 
caring father and a stepfather who is always there 
for me, while being a brother to a sister I love 
looking up to. Growing up was different than most 
kids, my parents got divorced when I was in 1st 
grade so I would have been 7 years old. With this 
big change in life that made things difficult was a 
big step into making me who I am today. The 
experiences I have been through built a lot of 
character and I am happy to be who I am today. 
Sports are an important part of my life. Playing 
baseball and football all my life has been one of 
my favorite things to be a part of, the fun 
experiences, the winning, the ups and downs, and 
being with friends will always stay close to home 
for me. 
To me, faith is the ongoing trust 
and belief that a person may have 
for someone. It’s like being 
reliable or dependent on that 
certain thing. Growing up and 
being around the church I have 
slowly grown faith in the  
Christian religion. At the young- 
er ages of my lifetime I felt that church wasn’t 
really important because I didn’t learn and feel the 
presence of God.  
As I grew up the more I felt church and God 
became a feeling to me. This feeling brought a 
vision of great reality. The faith I built in God and 
the faith I know God has for me is what I do 
believe will help me keep a positive spirit and 
continue being me.  
I wish that others would see this kind of faith and 
vision I have, less and less people have been going 
to church. These people might see faith in how I 
felt when I was younger. To be able to enjoy 
church you have to have the strive and will to 
learn and understand the Christian religion and the 
teachings of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  
Currently in the world I feel that there is a lot of 
diversity. I am not saying diversity is bad but 

people get along easier when they have more 
similarities than differences. I feel that diversity goes 
a long way, all people think, do, and feel completely 
different. The passion they choose, the religion they 
choose is all okay and great for what they think is 
best for them. But this diversity creates big problems 
at times like the wars that have been happening in 
our world and the conflicts. These depictions are not 
good for our future. I feel that with the strong leaders 
in our country today we have potential for a better 
future. Not every person is perfect but putting the 
people that they know are capable of getting the job 
done to the best of their ability is what is needed.  
I believe that God is the almighty and that he will 
help us better. To have faith you need to appreciate 
and believe in the process. God is your friend, 
shadow, person, and truth. He keeps things straight 
to the truth and never lies. The strength people can 
have by believing in the Lord will help us better. The 
passion I have and spread all come from believing in 
the Lord first. He keeps me at my own pace, believes 
in me when I myself am not. God is my and our 
protector, when you believe in him he makes life 
better mentally, emotionally, and physically. 
 

Charlotte Sivel   
Good morning, everyone! My name is Charlotte 
Sivel, I’m 14 years old, and I’m a part of the 
confirmation program at Emmanuel. If you don’t 
know me already, I’m an 8th-grade student at 
Southwestern School District and am a three-sport 
athlete doing cross country in the fall, swimming in 
the winter, and track in the spring. I am also a major 

“God is 

your friend, 

shadow, 

person, and 

truth. “  

-Alex 
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overachiever and constantly try to better myself 
with my extra curriculars, which include Student 
Council, Builders Club, Chorus, and Performing 
Arts Club. Lastly, this year, I was represented 
among 350 students as a role model of citizenship 
by the Exchange Club of Hanover. But, enough 
about me, this is all about my covenant with God, 
my heavenly father. During this confirmation 
process, I have been asked many times the burning 
question, “What is faith?” I’ve tried and tried to 
logically find an answer to what seems like such an 
easy question, but no matter how hard I try, God 
has not yet revealed it to me. However, over time, I 
have come to terms with not knowing, not 
understanding, not seeing. Because, “blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  
That quote comes from the 
gospel of John, chapter 20, 
verses 28 to 29, and has 
resonated with me for a long 
time. I will never know who 
God is and how Jesus looks or 
how beautiful heaven is until 
(knock on wood) I arrive there. 
Or how I will never know what 
tomorrow may bring or what 
my grade on that dreaded math 
test will be.  
But, the one thing I do know is  
that when I am low or high or angry or tired, if I 
lift my head to the sky and pray, I feel peace. And 
to me, that is faith. The one I believe in may not be 
God, may not be heavenly, may not have Jesus, or 
may not even be real. Yet, I cling to this spirit, this 
feeling, like all humans need, a spirit that gives me 
comfort, peace, and joy in my darkest times, and 
lets the sun rise and the day break so that I can live 
again in Him. That is my faith. And this, this 
beautiful weightless feeling is my reason for going 
to church. I’ve been going to this church just like 
my parents and grandparents before me since I was 
a child. I went to Sunday School every morning 
and participated in many plays and concerts with 
previous pastors and choir directors. I’ve even 
discovered almost every room in the church 
because of my countless hours of exploring after 
service.  
Over time, however, the church has changed. 
Maybe it’s just because I’m older and more aware 
of changes, or because I lived through our open 
and affirming switch, but I’ve seen this church 
progress. The best way I can explain our church’s 
history is fluctuation. When the pandemic hit and 
no one could go to church, we went online. When 

our service totals began lowering, we marketed open 
and affirming even more. We open our doors to 
people who don’t even know that they need church, 
and seeing people open up because of this is a 
blessing in itself. Our church spreads its faith 
throughout the community and not just in our 
sanctuary. That is what makes our church special. 
 

JD Sivel   
Hi, my name is JD. I am 13 years old. I love sports 
and bikes. I live in Hanover, Pa., and go to South 
Western Middle School. 
I see faith as something that helps 
you get through hard times. I saw 
faith when I started middle school 
and noticed changes in my body, 
my mind, and my friends. As a 
kid, it’s not easy to get through 
these things, but God is helping 
me. To be honest about faith, I  
think it is different than most  
people think. I think it’s not so much about an 
outside God, but more about what’s in your mind – 
because your mind is the only thing that tells you to 
keep going when you want to give up. Not an 
outside person or God. But I think God is the one 
who made the mind and body for that reason – to get 
up and keep going through hard things in life. 
I think the world is heading in a bad direction 
because there is hate toward certain kinds of people, 
which God says should never happen. There are 
wars that are killing innocent men, women, and 
children. Some people just don’t give enough 
respect to others. Nobody likes to talk to people 
anymore. But we can fix this by supporting God and 
spreading peace in all places around the world. 
If you put your life in God’s hands, you will notice 
great changes in your life because you’ll know you 
have someone on your side always—someone to 
rely on in bad or hard times. 
I am very thankful to become a member of the 
church. It’s a big moment for me and my family. 
Thanks to everyone who helps with the church. 
Thanks to Rev. Ken for helping us get through 
Confirmation. I hope that everyone spreads peace 
and positivity in the world to make it the best it can 
be. 
 

■ When you see them, please welcome our 

Confirmands to the congregation and 

congratulate them for affirming their 

faith and commitment to the church. 

“...when I am 

low or high or 

angry or 

tired, if I lift 

my head to 

the sky and 

pray, I feel 

peace. “  

-Charlotte 

I see faith 

as something 

that helps 

you get 

through  

hard times.  

-JD 
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Events & Activities 
 

Afternoon of Games 
1:30-4 pm, June 5 & 19 
Join us in King  
Auditorium 1st  
and 3rd Thursdays 
for Scrabble,  
cards, board games, snacks and 
fellowship. New players are 
always welcome! For info, call 
Carol Giesey at 717-632-2665. 
 

Lunch Bunch 
12 pm, June 8 
The group will gather for food and 
fellowship after worship on  
June 8 at Olivia’s, 3015 Baltimore 
Pike (Route 97), Gettysburg. For 
info or to RSVP, call Sandy 
Rebert at 717-586-2136. 
 

Compassionate Crafters 
1-4 pm Mondays 
All crafters are welcome to bring 
a project, swap techniques and 
enjoy fellowship. For info, call 
Sandy Rebert at 717-586-2136. 
 

Mindfulness at EUCC 
6 pm, June 1 & 15 
Join Karen Jones first and third 
Sundays at 6 pm for free 45-
minute Mindfulness drop-in 
sessions in King Auditorium. The 
mindfulness and stress-reduction 
practices are open to all. Use the 
courtyard door. For a Zoom link 
or questions, email kjones@ 
mindfulnessandmotion.com. 
 

An Open Table 
11:30am-12:30pm Saturdays 
Join Rev. Ken for an 
informal gathering at 
Little Fox Coffee &  
Books, 125 Broadway. The coffee  
chats are a continuation of his 
midweek video series. To be 
added to the email distribution 
list, contact the church office 

Vacation Bible School 
VBS will be held 9-11:30 am Monday to 
Friday, June 16-20, in collaboration with both 
Grace and Trinity UCCs, to be held at Trinity, 
116 York St., Hanover. The program is free  
and all children ages 4-12 are welcome for music, games, crafts 
snacks, Bible Stories and fun! The theme is “Road Trip: On the 
Go with God.” Register by June 6. Find forms in the narthex, 
church office or by emailing office@eucchanover.org.  
► VBS needs you! Volunteers are needed for any amount of 
time. Youth age 13 and up may volunteer as assistants. All 
adults need current clearances. For information or to volunteer, 
contact Cheryl Fritz at 717-698-1153 or candmfritz@aol.com. 

Homewood Auxiliary Tea 
The Homewood at Plum Creek Auxiliary will 
host its annual tea fundraiser at 12:30 pm 
Wednesday, July 23, in the community’s 
Windows Dining Room, 425 Westminster Ave., 
Hanover. This year’s theme is “It’s Tea Time 
Again” and will feature a raffle for a teapot-
themed quilt (right) made by the Plum Creek 
Quilters. 

Tickets are $30 per person. Reservations and payments are due 
by Friday, July 1. Event proceeds are used to purchase care and 
activity items for Homewood’s health care units. 

Don’t delay in making your reservations, as seating is limited! 
Save your seat now by contacting Auxiliary Representative Peg 
Moulton at 443-904-0234 or peggym2@comcast.net. 

The Homewood Auxiliary supports Plum Creek residents and 
programs with volunteer service and supplementary funding 
through membership dues, fundraising events and donations.  

Live in the Courtyard 
Get ready for some cool summer vibes! EUCC is 
bringing monthly live entertainment to the Courtyard, 
running from May through October. 
Picture this: warm evenings, acoustic music floating on 
the breeze, maybe even a poetry slam or a little comedy 
under the stars. Bring your dinner, your favorite 
beverages, and a few friends – then sit back and enjoy the 
show. Stay tuned for details… the lineup is heating up! 

Safety Day: June 22 

During and after worship on June 22, we will hold a Safety Day 
to share important information and hear from you. We’ll review 
best practices for staying safe – both at church and elsewhere – 
including emergency exits, how to respond to potential intruders, 
updates on our building, and time for your questions or 
concerns. Rev. Ken is also hoping to connect with individuals 
who have specific safety-related skills or experience. If you are 
trained in CPR or other life-saving techniques, hold a concealed 
carry permit, or have received safety briefings at your 
workplace, please let him know. This information will help 
ensure we know who to turn to in moments of emergency or 
injury. Thank you for your care and participation as we work 
together to foster a sense of security at church for all.  
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
Altar Guild Mary Bair  717-870-5597 
 
Caring Judy Morris  717-968-6998 
 
Christian Education  
 Cheryl Fritz  717-698-1153 
 Consistory Rep: Megan Alcott 
 
Church Growth   
 Charlotte Pinette 717-227-0262 
 Alec Sivel  717-451-3450 
 
Fellowship Hour Coordinator 
 Susan Hoke 717-817-1265 
 Consistory Rep: Alec Sivel 
 
Investment  Dave Jones 717-451-3044 
 
Missions  Carol Giesey  717-632-2665 
 Estelle King  717-487-1906 
 Consistory Rep: JJ Dugan  
 
Pastor-Parish Relations  
 Estelle King  717-487-1906  
 
Personnel  TBD 
 
Property and Safety  
 Sean Moore  443-618-7481 
 
Stewardship Judy Morris  717-968-6998 
 
Worship and Music 
 Charlotte Pinette 717-227-0262 

2025 CONSISTORY OFFICERS 

President  Brian Frederick 717-451-3977 
 brianfrederick44@gmail.com  
  
Vice President  Alec Sivel 717-451-3450 
 alecsivel@hotmail.com  
 
Secretary Jeff Hopkins 410-446-5985 
 jeffhopkins1991@comcast.net  
 
Treasurer  Dave Jones 717-451-3044 
 redcon1@comcast.net 
 

CONSISTORY MEMBERS 

Megan Alcott, JJ Dugan, Sean Moore,  
Judy Morris, Sandy Topper 

Continued on next page 

CONSISTORY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

April minutes were approved May 19 

Consistory Minutes — April 21 
 Treasurer’s Report: A motion was made by Alec 

Sivel and seconded by Sean Moore to approve the 
report subject to the audit. 

 President’s Report: Lorraine Phillips and Charlotte 
Pinette announced they are resigning from 
Consistory. Charlotte anticipates being named the 
President of the Gettysburg Association of the UCC 
on May 4. She will continue to serve on her current 
committees at EUCC. This creates up to 3 vacant 
positions. We are required to have at least 8 
members and no more than 12.  

Old Business 
 Kassidy White was named backup LiveStream A/V 

Tech in case Andy Crone is unavailable. 
 Organ maintenance was tabled due to other 

unexpected building maintenance expenses. 
 Social Media and Website upgrades were 

discussed in general terms.  We will start to 
discuss with committee chairs ways that we can 
increase our presence on social media.   

 A revision was made to our Safe Church Policy as 
it relates to the Crisis Management Plan. A motion 
was made by Dave Jones and seconded by Judy 
Morris to read for the policy to read: “The Crisis 
Management Team shall consist of the Consistory 
President, Vice President, the Pastor and chairs of 
both the Personnel and Christian Education 
committees unless there is a direct conflict of 
interest involving an incident which would preclude 
them from participating.” 

New Business 
 The Worship and Music Committee will discuss 

setting up a service dedicated to reviewing 
emergency procedures with the congregation. 

 An Ad Hoc Committee is being established to 
provide feedback to the Personnel Committee on 
development of a plan to conduct mid-year reviews 
for Pastor and A/V Tech positions.  A meeting is 
scheduled for April 29. 

 Charlotte Pinette made a motion and was 
seconded by Dave Jones to set our Christmas Eve 
Service to be at 7:30 pm Dec. 24. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Church Growth Committee — May 
 Upcoming events:  

 July 12: SnackTown Street Fest in downtown  
Hanover, 8am-4pm. 

 Aug. 8: Walk A Mile – Discussed having a sign 
(instead of T-shirts) showing different shoe types 
to represent how we welcome all. 
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Committee Highlights, continued from Page 6   __  

Missions Committee — May 14 
 God’s Meal Barrel served 142 families in April. 

Fourteen of the families are new. 
 Hanover Area Council of Churches continues to 

develop plans for personnel and finances. These 
meetings were attended by Dwight and Judy 
Dubs. An administrative assistant is needed, as is 
a development officer skilled in grant writing. The 
Changing Lives Shelter reports that 6 people 
found their own housing. Judy has volunteered to 
visit Hanover churches to discuss how they can 
help fund and provide needed resources to 
HACC. Estelle King has attended several 
strategic planning meetings, which included 
revising mission and vision statements. 

 Emmanuel’s next PAL lunch is June 17. To 
volunteer, see Estelle. 

 Hoffman Homes is now providing mental health 
therapy for all ages. Upcoming events include the 
Charity Ride on June 7 and the Golf Tournament 
on June 9. 

 Homewood Auxiliary: Peg Moulton reports that 
this year’s fundraiser Tea is scheduled for July 23 
at 12:30 pm. To reserve a ticket, contact Peg by 
June 1. We are continuing to deliver Bingo prizes 
and pull tabs. 

 Communion Gifts: The May collection totaled 26 
pounds of food, 5 hygiene items and a $10 
donation. 

 The Crafters continue to knit prayer shawls and 
have delivered several to members of Emmanuel. 

 Missions will donate $200 from Missions funds in 
honor of and in memory of Emmanuel friends & 
members to the Brethren Home Butterfly Release 
at Cross Keys on May 31. Proceeds from this 
event benefit the residents. 

 Recycling: The recycling of plastic bags and 
wraps continues to go well. We thank Karen 
Unger for delivering several dozen blankets and 
towels to local animal shelters and vets.  

 Hanover Against Hunger continues work toward 
their goal of $44,000. Find info on the Texas 
Roadhouse fundraiser on the Opportunities 
Table. 

 

Property & Safety Committee — May 8 
 Jeffrey Waltman, Emergency Management 

Director for Hanover Area Fire and Rescue, has 
facilitated a free security assessment by the 
South Central PA Task Force, to be May 13. 

 Liberty Basement Systems has essentially 
completed their part of the addressing the peeling 
plaster in the Handbell Room and Music 
Director’s office. A Sanidry Sedona Air System 
was installed in both spaces to manage the 

humidity. Because the plans for addressing the 
issue changed once the job started, we will see a 
savings on the anticipated cost of $17,202 
because some of the suggested items ended up 
not being needed.  While we no longer need to 
look at doing electrical changes, we still need to 
address existing leaking pipes, redoing the wall 
plaster and carpeting if necessary.   

 Two different cleaning companies met with Sean 
Moore to give him an estimate to replace existing 
cleaners. Sean will follow up. 

 The oven in the kitchen was partially fixed to 
allow the bottom oven to work. The top oven 
requires a new thermostat, but because of the 
age of the oven, the part is no longer available.  

 D.E. Wildasin has not submitted a quote for the 
HVAC system. Sean will follow up with them.  

 

Investment & Endowment — May  
 The committee met at the offices of Mark Riggs, 

HCM Wealth Advisory Group, on April 22, with 
three members present. The committee was 
briefed on our current investment status, strategy 
and performance. Market volatility was discussed, 
along with any recommendations by our advisor.  
At this time, no changes are planned to current 
investment strategy. 

 

Worship & Music — April 27 
 Upcoming services: 

 June 8 Missions Sunday 
 June 15 Move into Auditorium 
 June 22 Safety Day: Andy and Rev Ken will put 

together a presentation. 
 Livestream Tech Report: The new PowerPoint 

background began April 27. Let Andy know of any 
feedback. We discussed the color of the font at 
the end was hard to read with the lighter 
background of that slide. It looked good overall. 

 

Rev. Ken, continued from Page 1   _ 

ability to act with integrity increases. 

Now, back to JUNE. Warmth, bare toes, green, 
multicolor flowers, long days of light, kids playing 
in their neighborhood OUTSIDE of all things, these 
are just a few of my favorite things. Oh yeah, and 
my chances to work with myself and family and 
you and our many, many neighbors somehow 
become easier. May YOU flower with multicolor 
hues; may you bare your toes; may light enter your 
dark place; and may you find contentment, 
integrity, and all that you can offer a world great in 
need, but great in worthiness. 

Bless, Bless, Bless, 
~Rev. Ken 
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► Thanks for supporting Heifer 

Thank you for donating $745  
during May for this year’s  
Heifer International offering.  
Heifer fights hunger and  
poverty worldwide by offering livestock 
and training, economic development, 
environmental sustainability and more. 
The Missions Committee will match your 
gifts. 
 
► Thank you, concert helpers 

Marilyn Van Lenten, Concert Reception 
Coordinator, would like to thank all those 
who supported the Concert Series by 
providing homemade baked goods and 
other foods, helped with set up and 
stayed for cleanup this season. Your 
efforts are greatly appreciated! 

Thanks for your lovely work... 
We are deeply grateful to Gail Bernal for her 
thoughtful and creative work in crafting stoles 
for our three confirmands, presented during 
worship on April 27. Each stole was 
beautifully made and uniquely personalized – 
featuring the fun and meaningful themes of 
Taylor Swift, the Phillies, and the Orioles. 
Gail’s gifts of time, talent, and care helped 
make the day even more special for our young 
people. Thank you, Gail! 
~Rev. Ken 

Gail is a member of our Compassionate 
Crafters. 

 

Thanks for your kindness... 
I’m still early in the recovery process. I feel 
that the kindness and generosity extended to 
me by so many persons needed to be 
acknowledged. Many thanks for your gifts of 
prayers, cards, flowers, messages, food, and 
especially a wonderful shawl from the 
Crafters. I’m blessed to be a part of this 
community.  
Peace,  
Charlotte Pinette 

From the UCC national setting... 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you for your generous donation to the United 
Church of Christ to support disaster relief. Through 
your gifts, families who are displaced and are in need 
of shelter and basic necessities will receive support. 
Your gifts enable the church to be present with people 
amid these catastrophic and life-changing situations, 
offering immediate relief. Working through a network 
of partners, you will provide welcome, shelter, and 
respite for families. Through your giving, those in need 
will be provided with spiritual support and physical 
resources to rebuild their lives. Your giving will also 
support long-term recovery efforts, ensuring 
communities can rebuild, stronger and more resilient. 
With your support, we will continue to live out our 
commitment to the gospel with vision, purpose and 
passion. 
In faith, 
Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson 
General Minister and President, UCC 

Emmanuel donors and the Missions Committee gave 
$900 for hurricane relief last fall and $1,380 for 
California wildfire relief in January. 

 Young Citizenship Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCC member Charlotte Sivel, center, was 
among eight local youth who received the 
Young Citizenship Award from the 
Exchange Club of Hanover on April 8. The 
program honors middle school students 
who demonstrate good citizenship daily 
both at school and at home. Applicants are 
selected by their teachers for being honest, 
hard-working, helpful and fair. Charlotte is 
in 8th grade at Emory H. Markle Middle 
School. Congratulations, Charlotte! 

 
Congratulations, Class of 2025! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mason Kress, center, was recognized at worship on 
May 18 and received a blessing from Rev. Ken. 
Shown along with Mason are his parents, Tim and 
Ann Kress, and sister Page. Mason graduates from 
Hanover High School May 29 and in the fall will be 
headed to Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine. He 
plans to study physics and will play NCAA Division 
III football for the Bowdoin Polar Bears. 
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June 2025 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 10 am—Worship 
w/ Holy Communion 
11:30 am—Worship & 
Music Committee 
6 pm—Mindfulness 

 2  
1-4 pm—Crafters in 
the Pastor’s Parlor 

3  
 

4 12-1 pm Bowers 

Chapel Open 
 
1 pm—Missions 
Committee meeting 

5 1:30-4 pm—

Afternoon of Games  
 
 
6—Handbells 
7—Choir 

6  
 

7  
11:30a-12:30p 
An Open Table @  
Little Fox Coffee 

8 Missions Sunday 
10 am—Worship  
12—Lunch Bunch 

9  
1-4 pm—Crafters in 
the Pastor’s Parlor 

 
 

10 
12 pm—Church 
Growth Zoom 

11 12-1 pm—

Bowers Chapel 
Open 
 

12  
7 pm—Property 
Committee meeting 
 
6—Handbells 
7—Choir 

13  
 

14  
11:30a-12:30p 
An Open Table @  
Little Fox Coffee 

15 Father’s Day 
10 am—Worship  

in King Auditorium 
6 pm—Mindfulness in 
King Auditorium 

16 
1-4 pm—Crafters in 
the Pastor’s Parlor 
 
 
7 pm—Consistory 

17  
 

18 12-1 pm Bowers 

Chapel Open 
 

19 1:30-4 pm—

Afternoon of Games  
  
6—Handbells 
7—Choir 

20   
 
~ Office Closed ~ 

21 
11:30a-12:30p 
An Open Table @  
Little Fox Coffee 

22 Safety Day 
10 am—Worship in 
King Auditorium 
 

23  
1-4 pm—Crafters in 
the Pastor’s Parlor 

24  25 12-1 pm Bowers 

Chapel Open 
 

26  
 
 
 

6—Handbells 
7—Choir 

27  

 

28  
11:30a-12:30p 
An Open Table @  
Little Fox Coffee 

29  
10 am—Worship in 
King Auditorium 
 

30  
1-4 pm—Crafters in 
the Pastor’s Parlor 

1 July 

 

2 12-1 pm Bowers 

Chapel Open 

3  1:30-4 pm—

Afternoon of Games  
 
 

6—Handbells 
7—Choir 

4   
 
~ Office Closed ~ 

5  
 

Remembering ♦ Caring ♦ Reaching Out 
 

Terri Alcott (Care South) 
Barbara Cooledge (Creekside 2209) 
Julia Greth (Care Central D-233A) 

Homewood, 425 Westminster Avenue,  
Hanover PA 17331 

 

Ed & AnnaMae Frederick 
3 Regal Drive, Hanover PA 17331 

 

Becci Little 
2990 Carlisle Pike, Room 4528, New Oxford PA 17350 

►Have some news? Change of address?  

New email? Let us know!  

office@eucchanover.org  
124 Broadway, Hanover PA 17331 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
The following members and friends of Emmanuel 
celebrate birthdays in June. We extend to each 
of you best wishes and many happy returns. May 
God bless you! 

1—Elaine Weaver, Ken Cooper 
2—Lorraine Becker 
3—Lorraine Phillips 
4—Deborah Trone 
5—Terry Alcott 
7—AnnaMae Frederick 
8—Chuck Siegel 
9—Phyllis Egger 
10—Amanda Pratt, Page Zettlemoyer 
11—Jill Rebert, Kyle Rebert, Kim Shorb 
12—Charlotte Pinette 
13—Karen Wright 
15—Donna Bair 
19—Andy Crone, Owen Zettlemoyer 
25—Jessica Backus 
26—Deb Dubs, Bonnie Frock 
29—Rev. Ken Peterkin 

Emmanuel hosts meetings of the Girl Scouts, 
Hanover Area Diversity Alliance, including its ESL 
Class, and Hanover Pride Trans Support Group.  

~ For info, contact the church office. ~ 



10 

 

Emmanuel United Church of Christ, 124 Broadway, Hanover, PA 17331         

Emmanuel United Church of Christ 
124 Broadway 
Hanover, PA 17331 

(Return Service Requested) 

Nonprofit Org 
U.S. Postage PAID 
Hanover PA 17331 

Permit #15 

June 2025 

 

 

Worship Services 
10 am Sunday 

 

Rev. Ken Peterkin 
860-581-0869 

pastor@eucchanover.org 
 

Church Office 
9 am-1 pm, Mon-Fri 

717-632-8281 
office@eucchanover.org 

 

Visit Online 
www.emmanuelucc.org • Our church is an OPEN AND AFFIRMING congregation • 

 

F.Y.I. 
 

■ Missions Sunday 

We will welcome guests representing five local  
faith-based agencies on June 8. ~See Page 2 

 

■ Vacation Bible School 
All children are invited for fun and adventure 
during our VBS to be held at Trinity UCC.  
~Details Page 3 

 

■ Summer worship 

Services will be 10 am every Sunday in the air conditioned 
King Auditorium from June 15 to September 7. 


